THE  SUN  AND  THE  SERPENT

Asuras or Nagas sent out expeditions to raid, or
to colonize, the neighbouring coasts. Here, too,
in later times, Alexander fitted out his fleet.

Saubha, also a city of the Asuras, was taken by
Krishna ; and its ruler Salwa, son of a Daitya, was
killed near the seashore/

Pragjyotisha, called " the great and impregnable
city of the Asuras," was captured, and its ruler,
Naraka, slain by the same Yadava hero.2 The
city seems, however, to have regained its inde-
pendence, as Bhagadatta, one of its later chiefs, is
said to have ruled the west like another Varuna.3
This appears to mean that he claimed the sove-
reignty of the sea.

Hiranyapura, the city of the great Asura Hiran-
yakasipu, and the scene of the man-lion avatar,
was, according to tradition, the present Multan.
The great temple of the Sun, at this city, was cele-
brated throughout India from the earliest period
to the time of the Moslem invaders.

Takshasila, the Taxila of the Greeks, was the
chief city of the Naga people in the north of India.
According to the Vayu Purana, this city was
founded by Taksha, son of Bharata the brother of
Rama, of the Solar race.4 It was, as we have just
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1 Mahabharata, Vana, Arjuna-bhigamana, p. xxii.
a Mahabharata, Udyoga, Yanasandhi, p. xlvii.
3 Ib., Sabha, Rajasuyarambha, p. xiv.
* Vishnu Purana (Halls ed.), IV. iv. 319.
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